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16:32 – some think this was an earthquake).  The mention of this family in the genealogy in 
Exodus was thereafter a reminder of the penalty of rebellion against God’s authority.
Lastly, one individual is pointed out in verse 25, a man called Phinehas.  There are a number of 
people of this name in the Old Testament, but this man is distinguished by an incident recorded 
in Numbers 25:1f. in which some of the Israelite people began to intermarry with Moabite 
women, also sacrificing to Moabite gods.  After one man committed a rather brazen act of 
defiance against Moses’ call to cease such activity (Numbers 25:6), Phinehas acted rapidly to 
slaughter the offending man and his wife, an act which saved the rest of Israel from God’s 
wrath.  Many have difficulty with incidents such as these in Scripture, and I will discuss them 
fully when we examine them in this series of studies.  In the meantime, we should note that 
there is a reason why Phinehas was picked out for this mention in the genealogy.  His inclusion 
together with Korah means that the genealogy contains one commendable example of 
priesthood (Phinehas), and one un-commendable example (Korah).  In this way, the genealogy 
served to send a message to God’s people that despite God’s special relationship with Moses 
and Aaron, priesthood did not confer any characteristics which made people better or worse 
than others.  Good and evil was present within the priesthood as well as elsewhere.

Application
It is not easy to see how we can ‘apply’ such a text as this.  There are, however, times in which 
it is good to step back from our activity and ‘take stock’.  As any shop-keeper or businessman 
or woman will know, accuracy in stock-taking is essential, as it enables the business to be 
properly assessed.  This in turn enables the enterprise to move on through proper and accurate 
decision making.  With examples of genealogies within Scripture such as this, the challenge 
remains for us to do the same spiritually.  The list we have read contains names of people and 
they were recorded for a purpose, so that future generations could read and know their history, 
and learn from mistakes as well as good practice.  The question therefore becomes, what do 
we do in the church which is similar to this?
We live at a time when people are divided about what they want in church and what they feel is 
right for the church to grow and go forward.  Too many churches, new, old and fresh 
expressions of church, run the risk of not dealing properly with the past or being prepared to 
learn the lessons of their own generations.  All of us would do well to take stock of the faith we 
profess and seek to ensure that our existing churches are properly led and run according to the 
Gospel of Christ we have been privileged to receive.  Without doing this, our activities in the 
church today often look like the kind of fragmentation of God’s people which Moses had to fight 
against so often during his own ministry.  The genealogy tells us that in taking stock, we can 
start by being accurate and precise about who we are as God’s people, and acknowledging that 
good and bad are in our midst, and we need to deal with evil before it tears us apart. 

Questions (for use in groups) 
1. Discuss in your group how you felt about reading a boring list of names.
2. Do you feel that the genealogy is overrated or underrated?  What can we learn from

this passage which is applicable today?
3. In what ways can we ‘take stock’ of the life of the church today?  How has this 

happened in the past and how can it happen in the future?

Discipleship
I hope to have shown you in this study that if you are prepared to read carefully and look up 
references and texts, then you can find valuable information about God’s Word from even a 
genealogy!  The genealogy we have read served as a reminder of the people and events which 
held godly lessons for later generations.  Is there anything which can serve the same purpose 
today?  And how can you contribute to the ‘stock-taking’ which happens in your own day, in a 
manner which helps future generations?

Final Prayer
Jesus Christ; You left Your mark on history working with twelve people and by giving Your life for 
our redemption. Use us, we pray, to leave Your mark on history today; and may we be Your 
faithful disciples throughout all the years You have given us.  We praise You, Jesus Christ: AMEN
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Prayer
Bring us to that place of humility, O Lord, where we know that in order to serve You, we must 
serve others in Your name.  Where we fall short in this calling of true service, deal with us firmly 
and put us in our place; and may we never attempt to rise above ourselves for the sake of pride 
alone.  Glorious Lord, You are the only reason for our life and our work, and we praise You: 
AMEN

Other Prayer Suggestions
Weekly Theme: the Media and the World
Pray today for the way in which governments relate to the media.  Some of them use the media 
as a means of manipulating what the public knows; indeed, even democratic governments do 
this far more than people imagine.  Journalists and others seek to both report how we are 
governed and also challenge it as well: please pray for wisdom and justice to prevail.

Meditation
Almighty God, Great Creator, Powerful Word,
You have plans for Your creation which are

more beautiful than our finest and expressive art;
more extensive than our most grandiose schemes;
more compassionate than our most generous aid for the poor;
more understandable for people than the purest science;
more attainable than the most imaginative of our dreams;
more intricate than the amazing structure of our DNA;
more complete than any human project ever attempted;
more glorious than the greatest victories of human history;

Fulfil Your purposes O Lord God Almighty
And bring Your all work to its completion!

Bible Study  - Exodus 6:14-27
14 These are the heads of their ancestral clans:
The sons of Reuben, the firstborn of Israel: Hanoch, Pallu, Hezron, and Carmi; 
these are the families of Reuben. 
15 The sons of Simeon: Jemuel, Jamin, Ohad, Jachin, Zohar, and Shaul, the son of a 
Canaanite woman; these are the families of Simeon. 
16 The following are the names of the sons of Levi according to their genealogies: 
Gershon, Kohath, and Merari; and Levi lived to the age of 137. 17 The sons of 
Gershon were the clan leaders Libni and Shimei. 18 The sons of Kohath were 
Amram, Izhar, Hebron, and Uzziel, and Kohath lived to the age of 133. 19 The sons 
of Merari were Mahli and Mushi. These are the clans of the Levites in their 
genealogical order.
20 Amram married Jochebed, his father's sister, and she bore him Aaron and Moses, 
and Amram lived to the age of 137. 21 The sons of Izhar were Korah, Nepheg, and 
Zichri. 22 The sons of Uzziel were Mishael, Elzaphan, and Sithri. 23 Aaron married 
Elisheba, daughter of Amminadab and sister of Nahshon, and she bore him Nadab, 
Abihu, Eleazar, and Ithamar. 24 The sons of Korah were Assir, Elkanah, and 
Abiasaph; these are the clans of the Korahites. 25 Aaron's son Eleazar married one 
of the daughters of Putiel, and she bore him Phinehas. These are the heads of the 
Levite ancestral houses, by clans.
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26 It was this same Aaron and Moses to whom the LORD said, ‘Bring the Israelites 
out of Egypt, like an army.’ 27 It was they who spoke to Pharaoh king of Egypt 
about bringing the Israelites out of Egypt, the same Moses and Aaron.

Review
You would be forgiven for wondering what we can make of a list of names!  This reading is 
difficult for us because a list of names like this has little meaning when we are unfamiliar with 
the names of most of those mentioned.  In principle we can understand that it was important for 
the Israelites to be clear about ‘who was who’ at a critical point in their history, and we can also 
understand why the writers of Exodus felt it important to identify the lineage of Moses and 
Aaron.  This, however, does not make it any easier for us to read the passage and feel that we 
have gained something of the ‘Word of God’!
In the main body of this study, we will look more closely at the genealogy and discover a 
number of interesting things, including the names of individuals who have an important place in 
the later history of God’s people, and this explains why they have been included.  However, it is 
clear from early on, despite the opening words; ‘these are the heads of their ancestral clans’
(6:14) that this is not a complete genealogy of the Israelites in Egypt.  It is a shortened and 
condensed form of a much larger list of God’s people, probably from Numbers 26; but for what 
reason?  You do not have to read too far to find out.
The list begins with the sons of Rueben, but goes no further than one generation (6:14).  It then 
proceeds with the sons of Simeon, but again goes no further than one generation (6:15).  The 
rest of the genealogy derives from Levi and his sons, Gershon, Kohath, and Merari. From verse 
20 onwards, the genealogy follows one of Kohath’s sons, that is, Amram, who was the father of 
Aaron and Moses (in that order).  Emphasis also falls on other sons of Kohath (6:21,22), and 
also the descendants of Aaron (6:23,25).  The primary purpose of the genealogy now becomes 
clear; it was designed to give the ancestry of Moses and Aaron and establish them as Levites, 
the ’priestly’ tribe of Israel.  In addition, the focus on the relatives of Aaron became important in 
later years because those who could trace their ancestry back to Aaron could claim special 
priestly status, for Aaron’s lineage eventually produced the great ‘High Priestly’ families of Israel 
which were significant in the times of the kings (for example Abiathar and Zadok at the time of 
David and Solomon), and even ruled Israel for a time after the Babylonian exile (around three or 
four hundred years before Christ).
There are many other features of the genealogy, for example, Aaron is mentioned before 
Moses, because he was the oldest (6:20, 7:7).  This is therefore another story from the Old 
Testament in which God chose the younger son (Moses) for a special task over the oldest 
(Aaron).  In this case, Moses was given the special task of leading Israel out of captivity; 
however, Aaron was not rejected like other older sons in the stories of the forefathers (for 
example, Esau).  He shared in the work of Moses and became the founder of a great clan.  
Interestingly, in verses 26 ‘Aaron and Moses’ are identified as two individuals used by God, but 
in verse 27, the order of the names reverts to ‘Moses and Aaron’, to give Moses predominance 
as the key figure in the story of the Exodus.
What can we gain spiritually from such a study of genealogies?  Firstly, if we can overcome our 
automatic dislike of them, we will quickly find that they can help us locate all kinds of interesting 
facts about people and events in the Old Testament.  Secondly, they re-affirm to us the truth 
that all individuals matter to God. It surely matters that we stand to be counted in the lineage of 
our forefathers in faith, in a world which needs us to give this testimony.  There are more 
reasons, but these are certainly sufficient to make the genealogy worth the study!

Going Deeper
Most of the rest of this study will look more closely at the names in the genealogy; but there are 
some other fascinating details.  For example, we will have to consider that Moses was born 
from the marriage of Amram and his (Amram’s) aunt!  A union forbidden in Leviticus 18:12,13!  
The names of Korah and Phinehas also point forward to fascinating and significant Old 
Testament stories of great importance.
Reuben, Simeon, Levi; numbers and ages.
The list of names establishes Moses’ (and Aaron’s) ancestry by linking back to his forefather 
Jacob.  Although it seems odd to us, the correct Israelite way to link one individual with another 
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in the past was to track back through fathers and brothers according to age; and this is what 
has been done here, with mention of Simeon (6:15) and Reuben (6:14) and their own families. 
Reuben and Simeon were the first two sons of Jacob by Leah, and Levi was the third son after 
these two.  When we get to the description of Levi’s descendants, it is clear that this is 
important because ages are mentioned.  Levi is said to have lived for 137 years, his son Kohath 
for 133 years, and his son Amram (the father of Moses and Aaron) for 137 years.
These numbers appear to be not much short of the age of some of the forefathers (Abraham 
175, Isaac 180, Jacob 147, Joseph 110), however the significance of these ages remains 
uncertain.  From this genealogy, Moses lived only four generations after his forefather Levi 
came to Egypt, and this does not appear to tally with the 400 years of captivity for Israel in 
God’s prophecy to Abraham (Genesis 15:13).  To compound the problem, Scripture makes a 
number of references to Israel becoming a large nation whilst in captivity, suggesting a number 
far in excess of what could have been generated even by vigorous procreation over four 
generations (e.g. Ex 1:9, 5:5)!  Certainly by the time Moses led the people out of Egypt, the 
numbers were stated as being in the hundreds of thousands (Ex 18:25, Num 10:36 etc).  
Because the numbers and figures do not add up, whichever way you read the literal meaning of 
the text, it is best to consider one of several alternatives. 
The first is that the genealogy did not give the real number of generations directly between Levi 
and Moses, merely the important and significant ones, i.e. Levi and his son Kohath, and Amram 
and his son Moses, presumably missing out many generations between Kohath and Amram 
(there are other such selective genealogies in Scripture).  Perhaps ancient peoples were more 
like us than we thought and not as concerned for literal accuracy as we might think!  If this is 
the case, then God’s prophecy of 400 years in slavery may be thought of as accurate.  
Secondly, if there were indeed just four ‘generations’ between Levi and Moses, then some 
commentators have suggested that God’s prophecy meant four generations, not four hundred 
years, resulting from some confusion about the meaning of the Hebrew words between 
‘generation’ and ‘hundred’.  In addition, there is another suggestion that we add up the ages of 
the three men mentioned in this text to make the 400 years!
Relatives, relatives!
One of the most difficult issues in this text is the marriage of Amram (Moses’ father) to his own 
aunt, Jochebed (6:20)!  It was a marriage that was forbidden in Leviticus 18:12,13, but there is 
little we can do to explain this.  Abraham also married outside the Levitical law, marrying a 
woman who was his half-sister.  However, Levitical marriage regulations did not yet exist in 
Israel, though there must have been some cultural norms operating at the time.  It is perhaps 
unfortunate if we pass moral judgement on such marriages though, because we have no real 
way of knowing the details of the social conditions in which they took place.  All we can do is 
respect the honesty of Scripture in recording what later generations of Israelites found to be a 
very difficult fact about Moses.  The fact is that his mother was also his great aunt, and it was 
she who was used by God to famously save the infant Moses (Exodus 2:1f.); though it could 
explain why the narrative in Exodus 2 does not mention the name of Moses’ mother!
There is also some debate about whether the name of Moses’ mother, Jochebed, contains a 
shortened form of the holy name of God, JHWH (as in later Israelite names such as Josiah, or 
Joash, where the ‘Jo’ at the beginning of the name relates to the name of God).  If this were to 
be so, then it would show that the name of God as JHWH was known in the Israelite community 
before it was revealed to Moses.  You may find reference to this possibility if you read other 
commentaries on Exodus, but few scholars agree about it, and as it is the only example of such 
a name in this part of the Bible, it is hardly worth taking the matter further.
In amongst the names mentioned there are a number of relatives of Aaron, but one stands out 
because of a later incident during the Exodus, which is the name of Korah (6:24).  The 
genealogy also mentions his sons.  Korah was a cousin of Moses who rose to prominence 
when he and his family challenged Moses’ authority (Numbers 16:1f.).  It was a revolt which 
gradually drew in other families until Moses and Aaron were confronted by all Israel, 
challenging Moses’ right to act for them and represent the people to God.  Korah claimed that 
all the people were equally ‘holy’ before God (Num. 16:3,4).  Moses became distressed, and 
God separated out Moses and Aaron from the congregation before separating out the priestly 
families attached to Korah, who were promptly ‘swallowed up’ by the ground (see Numbers 


